
The Graduate and Professional Student Senate 
Special Meeting of 14 January 2026 at 5:30pm 

In-person and remotely via Zoom 
The following GPSS members and staff attended the meeting: 

Ryan Wicklund, GPSS President 

Annika Peterson, GPSS Vice President of External Affairs 

Juan Andres Contreras Mora, GPSS Vice President of Internal Affairs 

Pavandeep Josan, GPSS Vice President of Equity & Inclusion 

Riley Talamantes, GPSS Vice President of Finance 

Anne Rizvi, GPSS Budget & Office Director 

Claudia Chan, GPSS Creative & Communications Director 

Maitri Karia, GPSS University Affairs Director 

Richard Boyechko, GPSS Senate & Technology Director 

Yujin Yang, GPSS Community Outreach & Events Director 

Zoe Love, GPSS Policy Director 

Ella Spurlock, Executive Senator 

Fatemeh Hosseinzadeh, Executive Senator 

Gaurav Joshi, Executive Senator 

Hallah Kassem, Executive Senator 

Muhummand “AB” Abubabkar, Executive Senator 

Tricia Jenkins, Executive Senator 

Zehra Khan, Executive Senator 

Renee Infelise, SAO Advisor 

1.  [ACTION] Call to Order 

Ryan Wicklund called the meeting to order at 5:39pm. 

2. [ACTION] Approval of the Agenda 

Pavandeep Josan moved to approve the agenda. Riley Talamantes seconded. No objections. 

Motion carried 5:39pm. 

3. [ACTION] Approval of the Minutes 

Pavandeep Josan moved to table approving the minutes. Sarah Miller seconded. No 

objections. Motion carried 5:41pm.  

4. [INFORMATION] Land Acknowledgment 

On behalf of GPSS, Pavandeep Josan acknowledged our presence on the unceded territories of   

the Coast Salish peoples.  

5. [INFORMATION] Announcements & Public Comments 5:42pm 

• Representatives from ASUW shared about the low turnout of graduate students for the 

ASUW elections and the low number of graduate students running for office. Moreover, 



ASUW has a number of positions hiring at $22/hour, and graduate students are 

encouraged to apply. 

• Juan Mora shared about the upcoming Graduate Research Symposium. The CFP deadline 

is May 4th, 2026. 

• Juan Mora also shared about the upcoming GPSS Puppy Love event (February 14th), 

where attendants will be able to interact with therapy dogs and receive goody bags. 

• Riley Talamantes shared that the Special Allocations funding opportunity is open now. 

RSOs are encouraged to apply. 

• Ryan Wicklund shared about the Huskies on the Hill deadline being extended. MJ 

Mencias shared further information about the opportunity. 

• Ryan Wicklund shared about the Virtual Grad Student Lobby Day, which is similar to 

Huskies on the Hill, but virtual and is much shorter. The deadline is January 15th, 2026, 

since the event will take place on the MLK Jr. Day (January 19th). 

6. [INFORMATION] Special Election for Vice President of Administration 5:53pm 

• Members of the GPSS Elections Committee introduced themselves and went through the 

election procedures. 

• For this special election, the requirement for candidate to have attended three senate 

meetings has been loosened to include the special elections senate meeting within the 

three. 

• Nominations on the floor: 

o Zehra Khan nominated Zoe Hall, who accepted. 

o MJ Mencias nominated Emilio Castaneda (Evans MPA), who accepted. 

o Nishtha Agarwal nominated themselves. 

o Sarah Miller nominated themselves. 

o Maitri Karia nominated themselves. 

o Abhinav Khannan nominated themselves. 

• Senators were given the opportunity to post questions they had to the candidates. 

• Each candidate had 1.5 minutes to introduce themselves, 45 seconds to answer each 

question chosen by the Elections Committee and offer brief concluding statements. The 

candidates were then asked to step out. 

• Riley Talamantes moved to close the senate session. Zehra Khan seconded. Motion 

passed 7:37pm. 

• Senators and officers offered comments about the candidates and the elections process. 

Riley Talamantes moved to close the executive session. Pavandeep Josan seconded. 

Motion passed 7:47pm. The candidates were invited back into the room and introduced 

themselves again for the benefit of voters. 

• At 7:57pm, eligible senators were invited to vote on the candidates. 

• Voting closed at 8:30pm, and the elections committee left to tabulate the vote. 

• By 8:48pm, the elections committee announced there is no clear winner, and ranked-

choice voting will need to be tabulated the next day because the tabulating machine is 

broken. 

• At 8:57pm on January 15th, Ryan Wicklund announced that SAO has confirmed the 

election results, and that Maitri Karia is the new Vice President of Administration. 



7. [INFORMATION] Brief Survey of Graduate Student Issues 

While the votes were being tabulated, Ryan Wicklund led a focus session about current graduate 

student issues. Some of the raised issues included: 

 

• Parking fees are too high 

• Orientation for grad students begins mid-September, but first stipend payment is not until 

October 

• Finals being scheduled during religious holidays 

• Lack of ophthalmologist coverage with GAIP health insurance plan 

• Master’s students do not have any university-provided health insurance 

• Dubs (the UW mascot) is paid $300/hour despite not being a true husky 

• An owl behind Bagley Hall has made two attacks in the Autumn 2025 quarter 

• UW is exploring using AI to “reduce workload on instructors,” hiring Vice Provost of AI 

8. [ACTION] Adjournment 

Ryan Wicklund declared the meeting adjourned at 8:49pm.  

 

Meeting minutes prepared by Richard Boyechko, GPSS Senate and Technology Director. 

Minutes approved during the 2026-01-28 senate meeting. 
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